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THE LOSING SIDE OF 
- MAILING ORDER TRADING 
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HOW AN IOWA FARMER 
L O S T OVER $ 5 , 0 0 0 

4¾ 

.Killed the, hometown and lost 
hi* property value—A afpflt-

_ f n£ teatlmonlai to the virtue 
Ĵ Sfeŝ fc Preserving Local Mer-

•nt. ... --V"^ 
r<ST • 

•̂'•' 

(Taken from the New York Journal of 
• (Jommeice, Oct, 19,1914J 

Hans Garb as, a German farmer 
-of towa, has discoverd that the 
benefits which appear OQ the sur­
face as attaching to the mail order 
plau sometimes spell disaster and 
has written a very interesting 
.story of his views in a certain 
farm paper. Here is a part of his 
story: 

"We farmers need awakeing to 
the fact that we have unmistakab­
ly reached the period where we 
most think aod plan. I am one 
of the slow German farmers that 
had to be shown, and I am now 
giving my experience that others 
maj£ profit, for knowledge is more 
expensive now than ten years ago. 

**Tweiity-nioe years ago I began 
my farm career. I bad an old 
team and $50. Oar furniture was 
mostly -home-made-chairs', cup 
board and lounge made from dry 
.goods boxes, nttttly covered with 
ten-cent cretonne by my £iri wife. 
We rented eighty acres. Being a 
boy of good habits, I got all need­

led machinery and groceries of oar 
home merchants ou credit, until 
fall crops were sold, The first year 

ery, clothing for sickness or death,' 
we had to wait and send away for 
it, which Wasn't so pleasant. 

One by one our merchants 
moved to places where they were 
appreciated, and men of less en­
ergy moved in. Gradually our 
town has gone down;our business 
houses are 'lackey' in appearance, 
a number are empty, otir schools, 
churches and walks are going 
down, we have no band, no library 
nor ball team. There is no bus­
iness done in the town, and, there­
fore, no taxes to keep up. Hotel 
is closed for lack of travel. Go 
down to the depot when the train 
pulls in and you will see the se­
quel in mail order packages. 

"Nine years ago my farm was 
worth 1195 an acre; to-day I'd 
have a hard matter to sell it at 
$167 an acre. It is "too far from a 
live town"—so every.farmer has 
said that wants to buy. He wants 
a place near schools and churches, 
where his children can have ad­
vantages. I have awakened to the 
fact that in helping to pull the 
town down, it has cost me $5,600 
in nine years." 

If"omutkmA. 

and Sueur 
JoQ&Hfiound 

<Qxm^&* 
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- Short Coarse For Farmers 
Beginning January 4 there will 

be offered at Michigan Agricul­
tural College five separate courses 
along agricultural lines. These in­
clude General Agrjcultural,Cream-
ery Management, Fruit Growing, 
Poultry" Husbandry and Cheese-
making, and each are eight weeks 
in length. Nearly 3400 men have 
taken advantage of the opportun­
ity offered since the organization 

At this season of the year you are so apt to eat 
too much of the wrong thing and become sick that ft 
is well to have a DRUG STORE in mind. 1 

Remember OUR drug store and remember what 
our little druggist has written on the wall above. 

That is all. 
» 

We give you what you ASK for 

C. G. M B Y B R 
P i n c k n e y , Mich. Phone 5 5 r 3 
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L A S T 

D A Y 

BEFORE 

X M A S 
yet there aiv* u lew thing's left which 
will make very neat presents, such as 

j calendars, framed pictures, perfume, 
ivory novelties, toilet waters, cigars, 
humidors of tobacco, pipes. •»!<•. 

Possibly there is someone who you 
have forgotten, or a present received 
not expected, we have many little 
gifts for such 'jm»>rgencies that will 
surely satisfy. 

c%S(Qua%M^ 

of these courses in 1907, which is 
was a wet season and I did not {evidence of tbeir popularity, 
make enough to pay creditors. I j These courses are offered during 
went to each on date of promise j the winter months when it is most 
and explained conditions, paying ] convenient for the farmers to leave 
as much as possible, and they all j home and aside from the direct 
carried the balance over another (benefits from class room aud lab* 
year, They continued to accom-j oratory work, many opportunites 
modate rae until I was able to j will be offered for his education 
bay a forty-acre piece of my ovn. and entertainment while at M. A. 

"As soon as frowned these few | c. 
acres the mail order houses began j No entrance examinations are re-
send iug me catalogee and gradually quired, thus making it possible 

Christmas Greetings 
It would give us great pleasure to be able to take our customers by the hand * 

and personally extend to them the compliments of the season, but, lacking that op- * 
portunity, we write this"3s a reminder that we appreciate the trade for the past 
year and wish each and every one 

m 

I began sending my locse change 
to them, letliofc my accounts stand 
in .my home town where I bad 
gotten my accommodation when I 
needed i t 

"We then had one oL-tbe thrift­
iest little villages in the State— 
good line of business in all the 
branches,merchants who were will-
lug to help an honest fellow over 
a bad year, and a town full o£ 

^ people who came twice a week to--turn and treatment of soil, farm 
trade and viBit. ''Our little -coun­
try town su poo rted a library, high 
Whool, band, ball team, and we 
bad b^cele^rsiiont every *earH 

HA l i ra near* live towri soon 

advance and 
JE gradually add' 

ittjggpit until I £atf 200 w e * of 
~'_> best laud to low* I then 

faft-fto need ofasking favors, and 
- - •^M---^-

^8iiv mum to. pBimiiz» the 
order agents that came 

^ ¾ ¾ ^ ^ first io 
'^''-'"'^^^(^int^.^mftl^iip a neigh 

for every man who has a desire for 
more knowledge along his chosen 
line to better prepare himself for 
his work. The expense is surely 
very reasonable, there being a 
course fee for residents of Mich­
igan of 15.00 and for non resi­
dents $10.00. 

Some ot the subjects to be con­
sidered will be the feeding, breed­
ing and care of live stock; forma-

A Merry Xmas and 
A Glad Mew Year 

MONKS BROTHERS 
Phone 38 Goods Del ivered 

crops, forge and bench work, fruit 
growing, poultry husbandry, 
creamery management, cheese-
making, forestry, farm engineer­
ing, and farm management. All 

^WU:i^£ljMty ^**§rtek is intehaely practical and is, 
therefore, intensely interesting. 
Those who have taken the work in 
the past have returned to tbeir 
homes with a new vision ot the 
possibilities of the farm. 
- ^ircoUrs describing the courses 
offered and detailed information 
concerning expenses, rooming ac­
comodations, etc, will he mailed 
free to any address by making ap 

^bo^ooi4>iU antf send itvto a matt ^ ^ to PresidentJ/1* #ny<fc* 
'-}&&f :*#*».. tto^^ej^r bi| jfanLaneingi f ; 

';: JS^i^rejry, onc«: i* a. 3» jet3 *» 
. * « . . j -

I J. V, 
the. habit plsafl<ii*gAw»y for stnf 

* ? ( ^ r a ^ ^ i ^ >~::>Vf* ft ̂  Pteltwas £ Jackson 
^neci i ^ i r - s l ^ ^ c ^ ^ 

If. .V 

^^laW^of patroaage. J'insUy w# 
bega^td feaHi^ that ' 

£SJi Murphy & Jackson's 
THURSDAY, DBG B MB BR 24tH 

FOR CASH BARGAINS 

iff 

31.33 25 lbs. H. 6e B. Sugar for -
Last call at present market prices v 

Today every article throughout our large grocery stock will be soU} at a re­
duction for cash 

D o not fail to get our-prices on Underweaiw Shoes and Rubbers before buying 
rr ; .We Save You Dollars 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm-—mmm~mmmmmmmmmmmmmtmmm—mm i — — — ^ 

WislriAflyw a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
We remain, respectfully 
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RAILWAYS GIVEN 
RATE_INGREASE 

Five Per Cent Advance Allowed 
on Some Articles. 

MEANS ABOUT $30,000,000 

Consequences of the War Held by 
Commerce Commission to Give 

Ground for Raising Income Be­
tween East and West. 

Washington.—Dec. 21.—Increases In 
freight rates approximating 5 per 
cent on 123 railroads, comprising all 
the lines between the Atlantic sea­
board and the Mississippi, north of the 
Potomac and Ohio rivers, were grant­
ed by the interstate commerce commis­
sion in a divided opinion, exempting 
on certain heavy commodities, which 
comprise a large bulk of the traffic. 

The increases will further apply to 
the railroads west of Buffalo and Pitts­
burgh, which were granted partial ad­
vances in the decision of last August,, 
which denied them altogether to the 
roads east of those points. 

It is estimated* the advanced rates 
will increase the annual income of the 
roads about $30,000,000. 

The commission made its decision 
upon the showing of the railroads that 
In addition to conditions from which 
they previously asked relief they now 
are confronted with an emergency be­
cause of the war in Europe. 

After further consideration the com­
mission permits advances to be made 
also on cement, starch, brick, tile, 
clay and plaster. On these commodi­
ties no advances were permitted by 
the decision of August 1. 

The commission was divided on the 
question of granting the railroads' ap­
peal. Commissioners Clements and 
Harlan dissented from the opinion of 
the majority. The decision, in part, 
was as follows: 
. "In view of the tendency toward a 
diminishing net operating income, as 
shown by the facts described, we are 
of the opinion that the net operating 
Income of the railroads in official 
classification territory, taken as a 
whole, is smaller than is demanded in 
the interests of the general public and 
the railroads, and it is our duty and 
our purpose to aid so far as we legally 
may, In the solution of the problem as 
to the course that the carriers may 
pursue to meet the situation." 

The commission did not acquiesce 
in the carriers' proposal of a general 
increase, as indicated in the tariff 
filed by them, but suggested various 
methods by which they might properly 
conserve their revenues. 

"For various reasons we shall except 
from the proposed increase the fol­
lowing rates: 

"1. Rail-lake-and-rail, lake-and-rail and 
rail-and-lake rates. It Is shown on the 
record that since the rail carriers ac­
quired ownership and control of the 
lake lines successive Increases have 
been made in the rates via lake tend­
ing to lessen the differences between 
them and the all-rail rates. 

"2. Rates on bituminous coal and 
soke. Not long since these rates were 
investigated and maximum rates were 
prescribed by the commission. The 
key rateB upon. bituminous coal—the 
rate from the Pittsburgh district to 
Toungstown, and the rate on lake car­
go coal to Ashtabula, have been fixed 
In the light of the various factors 
which entered into the transportation 
of such coal. The prevailing rates 
are remunerative, and the financial 
condition of the principal bituminous 
coal carriers is in marked contrast 
with that of many other carriers in 
Official classification territory. « 

"3. Rates on anthracite coal and 
Iron ore, largely because they are be­
fore us In review in other proceedings. 

"4. Rates held by unexpired orders 
of the commission." 

DAVID WATSON TAYLOR 

NAME NEW SULTAN IN EGYPT. 

Great Britain Appoints Prince Hussein 
Kemal to the Pott. 

London, Dec. 21.—It is official an­
nounced that Prince Hussein Kemal 
has been appointed to succeed the 
khedive of Egypt, Abbas Hilml. Prince 
Hussein Kemal will take the title of 
sultan. The new sultan Is an nncle of 
Abbas Hilml and Is a son of Ismael 
Pasha, who was khedive from 1865 to 
1879. 

M 
M. 

"Holy Roller" King Gone. 
Benton Harbor, Mian., Deo. 10.— 

Benjamin Purnell, king of the "holy 
rollers" and general ringmaster of 
the "ark," hat departed. Newspaper 
men seeking denial, confirmation or 
a*w facts in regard to the charges 
by tnrse young women in affidavits 
that Benjamin at various times had 
kept f l women and little girls in- his 
"ark.** wart told officially that Be*> 
Jsjsis had J O M tor » Itttis time, per-
MfttnofitA." 

*r* ••<+• I' 
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David W. Taylor, who nas succeeded 
Richard M. Watt as chief constructor 
of the United States navy, is a native 
of Virginia and a graduate of both 
the Haval academy at Annapolis and 
the Royal Naval college at Greenwich, 
England. He is considered one or the 
best naval architects and marine en­
gineers In the world. 

BANK ROBBER IS SLAIN 
BY CINCINNATI POLICEMEN 

Held Up Two Instltotlons and Escaped 
With $13,000—Career Is Ended 

After Fierce Fight 

Cincinnati, O., Dec. 19.—A three-
hour career of crime by one man, 
which included the robbing of two Cin­
cinnati banks, pistol shot accompani­
ments, the theft of two automobiles 
and a duel with policemen in which 
one officer and the robber were shot 
and fatally wounded, marked the most 
sensational day in Cincinnati's crim­
inal history. 

The bandit is Frank .Hohl, whose 
home Is In Philadelphia. He was mor­
tally wounded in a sensational street 
duel with Policeman Edward Knaull 
and died shortly after being taken to 
the city hospital. 

Knaull also was probably fatally 
wounded. 

Before the shooting Hohl had 
robbed the Eighth street branch of 
the Provident Savings bank, where he 
got away with more than seven thou­
sand dollars, and the Liberty Savings 
bank, where he got more than#ix thou­
sand dollars. What became of the 
loot remains a mystery. 

Knaull, a patrolman, and George 
Winter, cashier at the Liberty Savings 
bank, were slightly injured. 

Hohl first stole an automobile. He 
then drove to the branch bank on 
Eighth street shortly before eleven 
o'clock in the morning, "shot up" the 
place, and stole $7,600. 

Then he drove to the Liberty bank; 
again used his revolver, injuring the 
cashier; stole $5,610, and again es­
caped. 

U. 8. HA8 O N E MINE LAYER. 

Rear Admiral Fiske 8tartles House 
by Testimony. 

Washington, Dec. 19.—Despite the 
length of the American coast, the 
United States navy has only one ship 
equipped to lay submarine mines the 
house naval committee was told by 
Rear Admiral Ftske, a member of the 
general board of the navy. 

Admiral Fiske* said this nation 
shoura have more mine-laying ships 
than Germany on account of the longer 
coast line of the United States. Ger­
many has five mine layers. 

Representative Butler of Pennsyl­
vania strenuously objected to this por­
tion of Admiral Flake's testimony. He 
said the admiral should not be asked 
to discuss such weaknesses in public. 

"If I were an unfriendly nation," said 
Butler, "that is exactly the kind of In­
formation I would want We tell the 
world we have but one ship to lay 
mines." 

"The other nations know it any­
way," interjected Representative Hob-
son. "What we want to do is to let 
the people of the United States know 
the truth or else we will never get any 
more ships." 

Admiral Flake waa permitted to an­
swer Hobson's Question as to the 
equipment for faying mines. 

Champion Quolte Player Dead. 
London, Dec 17.—M. H. Huggtns, 

whose chief claim to fame In the sport* 
lng world was his title of world's 
champion quoit* player, is dead at nil 
home in, Old Ford. Ho represented 
England successfully In International 
quoits matches in 1011 and Ills. An 
attack of appendicitis prevented sis 
defending hie title in 1914. 

Confessions sf a 
Mail Order Man 

Br Mr. M. O. X. 

Revelations by On* Whose Experience Jn 
the Buelnes Cover• a Range From 

Office Boy to General lanager 

12 HOW WE DIVIDED T H E MONEY. 

The furniture department in our 
catalogue was a great and immediate 
success. The "fake" illustrations 
caught the eye of the people and the 
orders poured in with every mall. We 
found out that whenever a customer 
ordered one article there were always 
a number of others included with the 
first And the orders were all cash, 
of course. I don't remember in those 
days that we ever had an inquiry for 
credit They seemed glad to get the 
goods by paying the cash and they 
seemed to get the money together In 
some manner. 

We were busy. We moved. away 
from the city where the business was 
started and now had a big establish­
ment in one of the biggest of the east­
ern cities. Our tiny leaflet of a cata­
logue had increased to over fifty pages 
and there seemed to be no limit'to our 
prosperity. 

My work was now almost entirely 
connected with the catalogue. I wrote 
the descriptions, ordered the illustra­
tions made by the wood engravers, 
superintended the printing and mail­
ing departments and was up to my 
collar in work all of the time. When­
ever anything of importance arose in 
connection with the business I was al­
ways called into a conference with Y 
and Z and we settled any question 
that arose. 

One day I was called in and the 
doors were shut and locked. There 
was something of importance to be 
discussed. 

"Look here, X, we are going to in­
corporate this business," said Y with 
a peculiar expression in his eyes. I 
had seen this expression before and 
I held myself on guard, in readiness 
to be very careful of my speech and 
action as I knew I had need of cau­
tion. It was like the "hands up" of 
a highwayman, that look was. 

"Yes, we are going to incorporate 
and we are going to take you In as 
one of the Incorporators," supple­
mented Z. 

I held my peace. Here was some­
thing worth listening to. 

Seeing that I asked no questions 
and was waiting for them to go ahead 
they looked at each other until finally 
Y said: "We are going to incorporate 
for one hundred thousand dollars." 
He continued to explain, with inter­
polations by Z and an occasional ques­
tion by myself until it came about 
that they had decided to make me a 
present of one thousand dollars of the 
capital stock. 

Sounds generous, don't it? Well, it 
didn't to me. We had always dis­
cussed the possibility some day of 
Incorporation and it had always been 
held out to me that I was to have a 
good slice of the capital stock. So 
I took up the burden of the argument. 
I explained my viewpoint, recited the 
various services I had rendered, the 
departments I had introduced, the im­
provement in the business, etc., for 
all of which I claimed a good part of 
the credit It was due me, too, be­
cause I had developed Into the handy 
man about the shop for doing all of 
the hard work. 

We nearly fcad a row over it. I 
was determined that if they did not 
treat me with fairness, that I would 
withdraw and I knew where I could 
interest capital.if necessary to start 
another mall order business. In fact, 
I had the capital myself, for by this 
time I was drawing a salary of three 
thousand a year, about $60 per week, 
and I had saved a good share of my 
salary. I told them so with all frank­
ness. 

It resulted in their giving me $15,000 
of the capital stock and an Increase 
in salary to $5,000 a year. Y and Z 
took each $25,000, which took out $66,-
900 of the stock. It was decided to 
sell out the other $34,000 of stock at 
par if they had a buyer for cash and 
of this sum I was to have 15 per cent 

The deal was put through and I. 
found myself a comparatively rich 
man. Later, when the capitalisation 
was Increased to millions, I got my 
share of the increased valuation so 
that I have made pretty well out of 
i t Of course in this matter I am giv­
ing fictitious figures. I will not give 
any more details now because it would 
be too easy for you to guess more* for 
it is ho part of my plan to tell you 
too much about the interior workings 
of bur organization. 

We nave figured it all out many 
times Just what becomes of your dol­
lar that you send in to us with an or­
der. 

About one-half of it goes for pay­
ment for the goods ordered. The rest 
is divided into dimes and cents for 
the payment of postage, printing, 
maintenance of plant, Insurance, of­
fice help, etcT, and last and bast sf all 
into dividends for the stockholders. 

The families of Y And Z are now 
looked upon aa merchant princes 
They have their yachts, their automo 
biles, their racing stables, their varl 
OUB establishments. They take their 
annual tours in various parts of the 
world and they live off the best the 
world can supply. And why? 

Because you have sent your dollars 
to the mail order house, established 
by their fathers many years ago 
Each year you send more dollars and 
the wealth piles up in the banks. 

All because of the clever wording/ 
of our catalogue descriptions. All be­
cause you will have the unreal Instead 
of the genuine, because you will- in­
sist on dealing with the unknown in­
stead of trading with your own home 
merchants. It is hum** nature for 
you to do this because the fule of life 
is to follow the will-o'-the-wisp blindly. 
Everybody does this, everybody Itries 
to grasp the indefinite Instead of grab­
bing the things at "bur very home 
door. 

Really It is laughable when you 
come to think of it. You sent your 
dollars to us because you fancied and 
hoped that the distance, which gives 
enchantment to the view, would send 
you something in the way of a great 
prize. Of course we did not. 

We spend our dollars like water In 
foreign lands while at home we do 
not find so much to interest us— 
rather we think that we do not. Year 
after year I have made the pilgrim­
age into practically all of the foreign 
lands. It has cost me, I do not care 
to say how many, thousands of dol­
lars. 

Yet all this time I know and realize 
that we have better things to see, bet­
ter things to ride in, better thiigs to 
eat, than any other land. To the 
crooked and thieving guides in Paris 
and London and Berlin we aie the 
"easy marks." We are the simple-
minded. We are the deluded, the 
easily decoyed. The gilded palaces of 
revelry in Paris and Vienna, the un­
wholesome cabaret of St Petersburg 
and Brussels, the gambling hell of 
Monaco, the glittering vice halls of 
Cairo—are all maintained by Ameri­
can dollars. We support them. We 
make them rich. We have made 
champagne a necessity, we have made 
truffles and mushrooms both expensive 
and desirable-

It's the history of life. Every crea­
ture shall prey upon the weaker. Ani 
we are the weaker who lavish our 
money on this sort of foolishness. * /t 
is really true tha; it is you, the peo­
ple of the soil, the dwellers In the 
country, who are the wiser, After all. 
We seek dissipation and spend our 
energy and health as well as our dol­
lars In looking for excitement. 

It is to you, in the country, that 
the nation looks in time of war. Whp 
not in peace also? The strength lies 
with you. The power Is within your 
grasp. All you must do is to exercise 
your rights of franchise and your good 
sense and judgment. 

Try It Get together among your­
selves in you scattered communities. 
Hold meetings. Discuss among your 
solves what you ought to do to im­
prove conditions. Talk it over—how 
to keep the money at home. Simply 
feather your own nests, that's all. 
Make your efforts count to your own 
advantage. 

Is It possible that the dissensions 
and petty jealousies that are popular­
ly supposed to exist in all small com­
munities cannot be done away with 
so that you can all combine for the 
good of the whole? What if an armed 
power were on the way down the 
county road to burn and sack your 
town and cut the throats of your wom­
en and children? What would you 
do? Would you sidestep a mass 
meeting, called to create a defense, 
because 8111 Jones or Hank Buncomb 
was going to be there? Would you 
sulk and refuse to have a thing to 
do with the defense plan Just because 
you had somu grievance, real or other­
wise, against somebody who would be 
there? 

Not on your life. It would be a 
grand rally. It would be "Hello Bill* 
and "Hello Hank," "Gimme a lift 
with this pesky cannon." "Cut a buckle 
hole in this strap for a belt to hold up 
my sword." "Hand over the powder 
there, I want to fire a few bullets at 
the enemy." 

That's the spirit Unite for the com­
mon, interest with "trade at home" as 
your slogan. 

Sail and Rudder. 
The sails of boats are our emotions, 

the rudders are our characters. Oar 
sails are breathed upon by gentle 
zephyrs of affection, and inclination,^* 
hope, and love, and of hate. They are 
torn by sudden gusts of passion. We' 
are blown hither and yon by conflict 
of-quarreling winds, driven from our 
course by angry squalls. The only 
force by means of which we can coun­
teract the effect of the winds and hold 
our course is the rudder of character. 

We know that we shall be blown up­
on all our lives by various influences; 
gepd and bad; that onr amotions— 
those white sails that respond to ev­
ery breese—will be playod upon by 
every human appeal and desire. What 
will become of the craft that has not 
a firm hand on the ttUsrf—Yosth's 
Companion. 

WOLVERINE 
News Brevities 
Flint—Farmers of Genesee county 

will exhibit their products January 8 
and 9 in the new Y. M. C. A. building. 

Rochester.—Barney Habel. sixty-
five, a farmer living three miles 
southwest of Rochester, died sudden­
ly. A son is employed in the Maxwell 
automobile plant, Detroit 

Lansing.—-Governor Ferris has SV 
sued a requisition for the r e t u r n ^ 
one Percy G. Mahew, now under asepjBW^ 
in !,ew York city. May hew is wantesj^T 
by the Grand Rapids authorities for — 
alleged forgery. 

Grand Rapids.—Isaac A. Frye, a matf 
carrier running between this city 
and Mackinaw City, was sen­
tenced by Judge Sessions in United 
States district court to a year and a 
day In Leavenworth penitentiary for 
stealing a registered letter. 

Ionia.—Besides $1,000 worth of diar.v.' 
monds from the O. S. Tower residenqSvAf -
several hundred dollars in currency^ ' 
belonging to Mrs. Tower's daughter isi " , 
reported to have been stolen. So far 
officers have been unable to find the-
slightest clue. 

Cheboygan.—M. R. Cook, an aged 
farmer, living Jn a log hut one mile 
from Mullet lake, was burned to-
death. Cook, who was nearly blind, 
was sitting by the fire when his wife 
went to milk. She soon discovered 
the shanty in a blaze, but was unable 
to reach her aged husband. The origin 
of the fire is unknown. 

Lansing.—Railroad and Lansing offi­
cers are trying to solve the mys­
tery of the placing of three ties on 
the tracks of the Michigan Central 
three miles south of Lansing. The ties 
were hit by a freight, and were sup­
posed to have been placed there to 
wreck the fast express due a half hour 
later. 

Grand Rapids.—Ten years ago O. 
M. Comfort, a laborer, became en­
gaged to Margaret Dickinson and 
gave her a small diamond. The girl's-
mind gave way just before the mar­
riage and she was committed to an 
asyluin where she died. Comfort de­
posited money to guarantee decent 
burial for the-woman, who was with­
out relatives. The diamond engage­
ment ring was returned. 

Ann Arbor.—Judgp Michael Donnel­
ly, for many years judge of the 
court of appeals in the Third judicial 
district of Ohio, died in this city at a 
local sanitarium. Mrs. Donnelly died 
a year' ago and his breakdown came 
soon after. Judge Donnelly removed 
here from Napoleon, 0., to put his 
children through the university. Mrs. 
A. J. Cloutler of Detroit is a daughter. 
The body will be taken to Napoleon. 

Alpena.—Following an explosion 
from an unknown cause, the plant 
of the Alpena -Gas company was 
damaged $10,000. It was partially in­
sured. Part of the machinery was 
saved. The manufacture of gas was 
suspended only two -hours and the * 
plant is in operation with the sky for 
a roof, The plant is owned by Young 
& Son, Grand Rapids. Zero weather 
made the fire a hard one for the fire­
men. ^ 

Saginaw.—Federal Inspector Day of 
Alma pronounced the infection 
that attacked the cattle and hogs 
on the farm of AJbert R. Sarane, Lake-
field township, thTs county, the hoof-
and-mouth disease. Eight head of cat­
tle and 16 "hogs were ordered killed 
and Lakefield and Fremont townships 
were placed under quarantine. Mr. 
Day and City Veterinarian Dr. N. R. 
Snell of Saginaw did not find any 
other cases. 

East Lansing.—Prof. E. L. Morgan 
of the extension department of 
the Amherst Agricultural college un­
folded a new plan for the centraliza­
tion of co-operative rural societies 
here. His plan is for a central fed­
eration of representatives of all rural 
organizations sucĥ  as the Grangers, 
Gleaners and farmers' clubs, etc., 
work as a unit in advancing agricul 
tural conditions with the assistant 
of the agricultural college. Prof. R, 
Baldwin, head of the extension depart' 
ment of the Michigan Agricultural col 
lege, favors the plan and the college 
may send out a mas to give the rural 
residents ideas as to the laws under 
which they may organize for rural 
community work. 

Detroit—That the Christmas spirit 
of good will and charity pene­
trates even behind prison walls 
was made plain in a letter received 
by f the editor of a local newspaper 
from a convict The letter follows: 
"In spits of the fact that X trans­
gressed the law, I am being clothed; 
and fed and taken cars of, while hun­
dreds of people, especially children, 
whose oxriy crime is poverty, are ac­
tually suffering, and through no fault 
of theirs are facing the Christmas sea­
son with scant hops of happiness. 1 
am sanding two dollars, which I hops 
yon will be abls to use to in some 
small msasurs bring gladness to some 
Uttls one. Too need have no fesi of 
this smomsy being tainted, for it was 
honestly earned at the rate of I I 
cents a day." 
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